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Through our interview with Dr. Alan Metcalfe, we explored the career and contributions that he
made to the field of sport history and its professional organization, the North American Society
for Sport History (NASSH). Situated within a strengths and hope perspectivei we explored
Metcalfe’s preferred future or ‘hope’ for the growth of sport history, which flowed from his
initial and lifelong commitment to the development of the discipline of physical education.
Personal strengths he brought to creating that preferred future were evident through his many
professional contributions as a researcher, mentor, editor and longstanding member of the
NASSH Board. By working alongside colleagues and leading the way through his efforts and
ideas, Metcalfe drew upon resources while concurrently acting as a resource for others when
needed. His efforts fostered a hope enhancing environment for those committed to the nascent
discipline of sport history, thereby shaping the discipline and hope enhancing conditions within
which we work today.
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